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TERRITORIAL SEA BASELING 5
Mindsteriad Stafcincnt .
‘Mr  BOWED (Parramatta—Angens .

General)—-by leave—] wish {0 iaform irs
House of certain  adjustments  that g,
make oy

s

Government  hus  decided 1o
regard 1o the baselines from which
breadth of the 3-miles bolt of termior:ai
. sea around  Australia and  the evtern.
. Territories  will henceforth be measures
¢ The adjunted bhosclines will also be u.,

for the measurement of the breadth of - -
o 12-miles exclusive fistieries zone which
o ~ 7 the subject of a Bill now hefore the Hoy-.
X " The changes accord with curtent pules o
internationad  law  and specifical
authorised by the Infermatianal Conveniic

P T

are

s Coof thwe Tarritorind Sea and the Contigua. .
v Zone, o which Austoalion aad wder <o -

s - ories, inchuding Beitatn and the Unid

States, nre pustics.

LY

‘The genersl internationul rule that hg
hitherto  applied, and thal continué; o

apply under the Convention, is that the
baseline for the measurement of the teqw
torial sea tollows the. low-water ling aics;
the coast.  However, it as long bees
recognised 1hat straight basclines may
) drawn across bays. The waters on the
S e landward side ef these baselines are tech

RRIPRCR nically known as ‘internal whters' aod, i
Australia’s  case, they form part of the
State or ‘Peeritory to  which they are
udjacent.

Under  Australia’s  present policy, the

-t 0 straight baselines drawn across bays do 20t
Lo execed 10 miles in length. Vhe Conveation
K authorises the drawing of straight baselines
up to 24 miles in length acrovs bays that
meet the criteria specitied in the Conven-
tion, and the Government has decided w2
apply this principle, wherever relevant.
around the consts of Australin and of i¢
Territorics.

Three  deep  indentations  aronnd  the
Austinlinn  coast-—Shark Bay, St Vincer!
Guif amd Spenosr Gulf-—all of which. zit
‘hays‘ under the eriteria specified i iws
4 Conveation-——would  not  be  compleely
encloscd Iy basclines 24 miles in tcng:.:!
Shark Bay, at least, is probabty alrosiy
under Austialinn sovercignty as an “histort.
bay. But in any cvent the Conventin?
authorises the drawing of strasght bascline
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croceding 24 paides in length “where a coast-
iaew dc::ph_.' indented or cut into, provided
- vt 0o’ appreciable

.\ qereral direction of the coast is
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departure from the . -

involved. @ <.
baseiimes  will accordingly be -7 RSP
across the entrances to Shark Bay ©. oLt -

Scraight

fLoJdnsa X

o4 the two South Austiabian Gulfs, e

tr Speaker, [ have given the 1'ousc a

wyement of e general principles. The T
Goernment plans in due course to publish
map. or ser@y of maps, in order 1o in-

¢ - . e o
ferm the public of the elicct of the apphi- : ol
. N - H o
cation of these principles Lo Australia, o LW
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